IV-E CHILD WELFARE FUNDING

For undergraduate BSW social work students

Essential at providing qualified child protection workers

IV-E BSW students:

· Prepare to work with vulnerable children who are risk of foster care and out of home placement in rural areas.

· Take specific social work and child welfare classes

· Receive a stipend of $1,900/semester

· Complete their Practicum at a county child welfare setting

· Payback- work 4.5/months per semester receiving stipend in a public child welfare setting.

After 2 semesters of funding:

· Graduates working at a public child welfare agencies- 8

· Students in Placement at a Child Welfare County in December- 5

· Students studying and preparing for placement- 12

IMPACT:

-25 skilled, new employees dedicated to the child welfare field;

-Lower costs to counties with stable well-prepared staff;

-Lower psychosocial impact to families and children with stable staff.

Budget for IV-E 2005-2006:

Minnesota State University, Mankato:


Total project cost- 

$185,258


IV-E costs-


$  77,372

Winona State University:


Total project cost-

$150,968


IV-E costs-


$  65,123

Total cost of IV-E project for one year in MN’s First District: 

$478,721

Total federal cost for one year in MN’s First District: 



$142,495
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT to children and families at 

minimal cost to the federal government

IV-E – Child Welfare

BSW-Undergraduate Students in Minnesota’s First District

Student and Faculty Comments


I am pursuing a degree in social work and I have known for years, even before I graduated from high school, that I wanted to be a child protection social worker. I believe that the extra training and knowledge gained from the IV-E program will help me be a more qualified professional to provide the necessary services that families and children need. 


As an IV-E graduate, I want to work in child protection and work with families and children to keep them together and provide services for the family in the interest of keeping the family intact, rather than on an individual.

-- Sarah Landin, Mankato, MN


I am employed as a child protection worker in Dodge County, while I am getting my social work degree.


I would like to see the State and/or agencies put  more priority into the front-end services and be more preventative  than reactive to families.  The focus of IV-E may need to look more at what some causes  may be for the reason children are "at-risk". 

-- Jennifer Adamson, Rochester. MN


I share your appreciation for the importance of the IV-E Child Welfare Scholar program. Having been a social work practitioner with many children and families experiencing or at risk of experiencing placement in the foster care system, I have a keen understanding of the value of and necessity for well-trained child welfare social workers in both the private and public sectors. The value to families of skilled child-welfare social workers cannot be overstated.

-- Dr. Arlen Carey, Winona State University, Rochester campus
********************************************************

Minnesota BSW IV-E Child Welfare Consortium

University of Minnesota School of Social Work and

The social work departments at Bemidji State University; 

Minnesota State University, Mankato; Minnesota State University, Moorhead; 

St. Cloud State University; and Winona State University.

Minnesota’s 1st District IV-E contacts:

Dr. Debra Gohagen & Robin Wingo, MSW, LISW; University of MN- Mankato

507-389-1699; d.gohagan@mnsu.edu

Dr. Ruth Charles & Dr. Arlen Carey; Winona State University

507-457-5674; rcharles@winona.edu
