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• Conference on Foster Care and Mental Health—
The Conference meets quarterly, convened by the
American Academy of Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry (AACAP) and the Child Welfare League
of America (CWLA). A primary focus of this group
is the mental health assessment of children in foster
care, including the availability of screening and
assessment upon entry and exit, and ongoing
interim services. The Conference has developed
several position papers, including a statement
titled, Mental Health and Use of Alcohol and Drug
Screening and Assessment of Children in Foster
Care. It has also focused its efforts on the
development and evaluation of uniform screening
and assessment instruments for use by frontline
staff, including child welfare (social) workers, and
other professionals concerned with the mental
health and emotional well-being of children and
youth in foster care. More than 30 organizations,
including NASW, participate in the Conference and
contribute to its success.
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