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[Insert Organization] and the National Association of Social Workers Celebrate National Social Work Month in March 2009

[City]-  When life’s challenges become overwhelming, social workers can help. Social workers are society’s safety net, providing vital resources and support to those who need it most. Finding help from a social worker sheds light on the great potential and countless possibilities in every person’s life. 

[Insert Organization Name], along with the National Association of Social Workers, proudly celebrates National Social Work Month 2009. 

This year’s theme—Social Work: Purpose and Possibility—highlights the many ways that social workers help in all communities. Social workers are purpose-driven, compassionate individuals who work across a range of areas to help those who are most vulnerable. Social workers provide assistance in hospitals, help children in schools, provide treatment at mental health clinics and play many different roles in our society. 

“Social workers tirelessly advocate in federal and state legislatures for individuals, families and communities to receive the supports they need to thrive,” says Elizabeth Clark, PhD, ACSW, MPH, executive director of NASW. “Social workers also help people meet their immediate needs through counseling and resource referrals.”

Social workers are skilled professionals who use their talents to help others create better lives for themselves and their families. Some social workers help clients who face a disability or a life-threatening disease or a social problem. Some assist families that have domestic conflicts involving children or spousal abuse. Other social workers conduct research, advocate for improved services or are involved in policy development. 

“Social workers are a critical asset to our society, providing services across the lifespan, says [name, title] of [local chapter or organization]. “Social workers work with people facing difficult situations and help them overcome barriers that keep them from leading positive and productive lives.”

More information about the many ways that social workers help can be found at www.helpstartshere.org. 

[Optional section]

To honor the achievements of its members and to bring to light the important work of social workers, [Organization Name] is celebrating Social Work Month by:

· 1-3 bullets mentioning specific activities/events planned in your area/by your organization to celebrate Social Work Month

[Insert quote from local representative of organization about the role of social work in the local community.]
For more information on how [name of organization] is supporting National Social Work Month, please contact [name] at [phone number] or via e-mail at [e-mail address].  Or visit [Insert URL].

[Insert Boilerplate information.  Note: A boilerplate is a short paragraph that best summarizes who you are and your mission as an organization or chapter.  The paragraph should remain constant throughout all media information.  See example below.]

About the National Association of Social Workers
The National Association of Social Workers (NASW), in Washington, D.C., is the largest membership organization of professional social workers with nearly 150,000 members in 56 chapters throughout the United States and its territories.  It promotes, develops, and protects the practice of social work and social workers.  NASW also seeks to enhance the well-being of individuals, families, and communities through its advocacy for social justice.
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