CODE

HICS

(Adopted by.the:Delegate Assembly of the National Association: of Social W;')rkérs',:! October 13, [_960,)

Social work i 1s ‘based: on humanitarian, democratic-ideals.
Professlonal ‘social workers:aré, dedlcated to'service for the
welfare of mankind;-to the dlsmplmed use of a recognized
body of kriowledge about human bemgs and their inter-
actions; and to' the marshalm«7 of community resources to
promote the well-being-of all without discrimination.

Social work- practlce is a pubhc trust-that. requrres “of its
practitioners- integrity, compassion, belief in- the: drgmty
-and ‘worth of human beings, respect for. mdrvrdual ‘differ-
ences, a commijtment to service, and a ded1cat1o to: truth
It requires mastery .of a body of knowledge and skill

gained through. professmnal education. and  experience. It
Tequires -also- recognition: of the: limitations of present.
knowledge and skill-and of the services we are now. equrp-"

ped to give. The.end sought is the performance of a service
with integrity and competence..

Each member-of the profession carries responsibility to
mamtam and 1mprove socnal work servrce constantly to

-practrce and soclal pohcy are based and to. develop fur-':
ther the phllosophy and skills.of the professron

This-Codeé. of Ethics..embodies ceftain standards. of be-

’.havror for the social worker in hi ":professronal :relation-
ships -with -those: he.,

rves, with™his; «colleagues, w1th his:
employmg agency, wrth other. professrons and - with the.

.community,. In abldmg by the: code, ‘the. social’ - worker
‘views his. obllgatlons in as' wide a: ‘context. as the. 51tuatron'
Jequires, takes all of. the principles:into consrderatlon

'and chooses -a course of .action ‘consistent with the. code $.
,sprrlt and intent,.

As .a.member of: the National' Association ‘of . Social. Workers: I .commit -myself .to
conduct my’ professional relationships in accord with the: code- and. subscribe. to: the

following statements::

o I regard as my primary obligation the ‘welfare of:the: individual or. group:
served which includes action for improving: soclal condmons
o I'give precedence to my professional responsibility.over my: personal interests:

e I hold myself responsrble for the quality and extent ‘of the'setvice I' perform
e L respect: the. privacy of the people I serve..

o I use in‘aresponsible mannerinformation gained i in professronal relatlonshlps
o I treat with respect the findings, views, :and-actions. of - colleagues, and- use.
appropriate channels to express ]udgment on thes¢’ mattefs..

- ‘the. professron

I practice social work within.the recognized knowledoe and competence of

o I recognize my professronal responsibility ‘to’ add my: :ideas-and findings to
the body of social work knowledge and practice:,

'o

5¢ accept responsrbllrty to’ help protect the community’ agamst ‘unethical’ | ‘prac-

tice by .any individuals or organizations engaged.in' social. ‘welfare ac-

tivities.

® ©

I stand ready :to give approprlate professional service in publxc emergencles .
I distinguish clearly, in public, between my statements: ‘and-actions ‘as an‘in-

dividual and as a representative of'an orgamzatlon

CathI‘l

I support the principle that professional practice requirés professional: edu-

T accept responsibility for workmg toward the creation:.and maintenance -of.

conditions within agencies which enable social: workers to-conduct:thein-.
. s€lves.in keeping with this code.

@

T contribute my knowledge, skills, and support to-programs.of hitman: welfare.-

(Reprinted from the NASW NEWS for Fobruary 1961,)




