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February 9, 2024

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader Schumer and Minority Leader McConnell,

Every child deserves the chance to grow and thrive. The Child Tax Credit (CTC) provides critical
assistance to families as they confront the rising costs of raising children, and we know from experience
it can lift millions of children out of poverty. To promote the general welfare and well-being of children,
youth, and families, all children should be eligible to receive an expanded CTC on a permanent basis.

The Tax Relief for American Families and Workers Act of 2024 is a step in the right direction. It includes a
modest but important expansion of the CTC, which for the next three years provides more assistance to
millions of families facing steep economic challenges. Although this legislation does not go far enough
for the children in families in the most difficult economic circumstances, it would benefit 16 million
children in families with low incomes, and lift half a million children out of poverty by 2025.

On January 31, the House of Representatives passed the legislation by a wide margin of 357 to 70, with
overwhelming and rare bipartisan support. Families in your state and around the country who are
struggling with high food, housing, and energy costs need this relief now.

As you consider this legislation, we urge you to oppose amendments that would reduce the number of
children who benefit from the CTC. We also urge you to oppose amendments that would eliminate the
“lookback” provision—which provides needed flexibilities for families experiencing economic setbacks or
doing essential caregiving work—and to reject attempts to use tax policy to advance an agenda hostile to
reproductive freedom.

We look forward to opportunities to further strengthen the CTC in the future so that it provides
meaningful support to all families who need it. In the short term, we urge you to act quickly and oppose
any proposals that weaken the CTC provisions of the House-passed bipartisan bill.

Sincerely,
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