February 26, 2026

The Honorable John Thune The Honorable Charles Schumar

U.S. Senate Majority Leader U.S. Senate Minority Leader

511 Dirksen Senate Office Building 322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Ted Cruz The Honorable Maria Cantwell

Chair Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation Science, and Transportation

167 Russell Senate Office Building 511 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Majority Leader Thune, Minority Leader Schumer, Chair Cruz, and Ranking Member
Cantwell:

The 281 undersigned organizations —who collectively represent advocates, citizens, health care
professionals, law enforcement officers, researchers, parents, academicians, students, and family
members who have survived preventable deaths of beloved children—urge U.S. Senate
leadership and the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation to
schedule a markup of the Kids Online Safety Act (KOSA) (S. 1748) by the end of March. With
bipartisan support and 76 cosponsors in the U.S. Senate, there is no need to further delay committee
action on this legislation.

For years, Congress has documented the harms predatory platform design inflicts on children and
teens—through dozens of hearings, whistleblower disclosures, and ongoing litigation. Last
Congress, KOSA was cosponsored by Senators Thune, Schumer, and Cruz in their various
leadership capacities, which led to the bill’s historic passage of 91-3 out of the U.S. Senate.

However, we are dismayed to see the lack of attention the Senate chamber has given to this
legislation this Congress as online harms against children and teens continue to multiply. Families
continue to face an online environment optimized for engagement and profit, not safety. The result
1s a consistent, steady stream of preventable harms, including algorithmic amplification of content
linked to bullying, eating disorders, depression, drug use, physical violence, sexual exploitation
and abuse, and suicidal behaviors. As the use of artificial intelligence grows across platforms, a
wider range of harms have now been realized, and additional lives are lost because of congressional
inaction.

KOSA is a commonsense consumer protection framework. It establishes a duty of care that
requires covered platforms to prevent and mitigate specific, well-defined harms to minors driven
by product design and algorithmic systems. The bill finally allows the federal government to bring
enforcement actions against technology companies for harming young users to ensure reasonable
accountability for products that cause irreparable harm.



Again, we urge a mark-up of this legislation be scheduled in the coming weeks to prioritize the
health and safety of America’s children. We stand ready to support the Committee and Senate
leadership in advancing KOSA and ensuring children and families are protected online.
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