AIDS Budget and Appropriations Coalition

(An affiliated workgroup of the Federal AIDS Policy Partnership)

October 31, 2014

The Honorable Barbara Mikulski The Honorable Richard Shelby
Chairwoman Ranking Member

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Harold Rogers The Honorable Nita Lowey
Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Subject: FY2015 Funding for Domestic HIV/ AIDS Programs

Dear Chairwoman Mikulski, Ranking Member Shelby, Chairman Rogers, and Ranking Member
Lowey:

On behalf of the AIDS Budget and Appropriations Coalition (ABAC), we urge you to prioritize
domestic HIV/ AIDS funding as you work to resolve FY2015 funding. We appreciate your
strong continued commitment to addressing HIV/AIDS in the United States. Continued
resources from the federal government are essential to achieving goals of the National
HIV/AIDS Strategy and to move towards an AIDS-free generation. We understand that we are
in difficult budgetary times, but we ask that you keep the needs of people living with
HIV/AIDS forefront in your minds as you work to finalize FY2015 funding.

Failure to continue our nation’s investment in a health care safety-net and to support
prevention, care and treatment and research programs will result in significant increases in HIV
infections; higher hospital and emergency room costs and diminished hope for a cure and/or
vaccine to eventually eradicate HIV. Furthermore, because we now know effective HIV
treatment prevents HIV transmission, comprehensive care for people living with HIV is vital to
our nation’s public health and has the potential to dramatically decrease new HIV infections in
the US. The vital, enabling services that include case management, medical nutrition therapy
and treatment adherence services are crucial to the health of people living with HIV.

In addition, delays in the resolution of FY2015 funding have a serious impact on the ground.
Partial awards limit grantees” ability to plan and respond quickly and nimbly to emerging

trends in the epidemic.

We urge you to:



1. Fully Fund the Ryan White Program:
»  Part A: $656 million
= Part B (Care): $415 million
= Part B (ADAP): $900 million
» Part C: $215 million
» Part D: $75 million
» Part F/AETC: $34 million
» Part F/Dental: $13 million
» Part F/SPNS: $25 million

Please note that ABAC does not support the consolidation of the Ryan White Program
Part C and Part D, which was proposed in the President’s Budget.

2. Increase Funding to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's Division of HIV
Prevention, Division of Adolescent and School Health, Division of STD Prevention and
Division of Viral Hepatitis in line with the President's request:

» Division of HIV Prevention and Surveillance: $762 million
» Division of Adolescent and School Health: $34 million

» Division of STD Prevention: $158 million

= Division of Viral Hepatitis: $31 million

3. Fund HIV/AIDS Research at the National Institutes of Health (NIH):
= HIV Research at NIH: $3.05 billion
4. Increase Funding for Housing Opportunities for People with AIDS (HOPWA):

= HOPWA: $332 million

5. Ensure full funding for the Minority AIDS Initiative, which is a component of multiple
programs.

6. End the Ban on Access to Sterile Syringes:
*  We urge you to end the ban on the use of federal funds for syringe exchange
programs and to maintain language that allows the use of local funds for syringe
exchange programs in the District of Columbia.

N

Support Adolescent Sexual Health Promotion Programs:
* Teen Pregnancy Prevention Initiative: $105 million
* No funding for harmful abstinence-only-until-marriage programs.

While these requests only represent a portion of what’s required to end the HIV epidemic, we
request that you fully fund these programs. This will assure that we can make progress
towards eliminating new infections while providing care for people living with HIV / AIDS.

We cannot afford to retreat in our battle against HIV and AIDS and to end support for the
health care safety-net programs that are vital to millions of the most vulnerable Americans.
Should you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact ABAC Co-Chairs



Donna Crews at dcrews@aidsunited.org, Emily McCloskey at emccloskey@nastad.org, Carl

Schmid at cschmid@theaidsinstitute.org .

Sincerely,
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