February 20, 2025
Dear senators,

The 75 undersigned organizations representing diverse interests, including consumer safety,
public health, faith, racial justice and labor organizations, urge you to vote against Dr. Mehmet
0z’s nomination to serve as the Administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS) and to publicly announce your opposition as soon as possible if you have not yet
already done so.

Dr. Oz has massive conflicts of interest, peddles unproven “cures” for personal profit, and
represents an existential threat to the Medicare program.

Dr. Oz owned between $280,000 and $600,000 in shares in UnitedHealth Group,* a major
Medicare Advantage insurer, and between $50,000 and $100,000 in shares of CVS Health,
based on disclosures from 2022.%3 Dr. Oz previously publicly promoted unproven treatments
for COVID-19 as well as supplements without sufficient evidence of their effectiveness.* He also
appears to have violated marketing disclosure requirements in promoting the supplement
company, iHerb, on social media.’

If confirmed as the Administrator of CMS, based on his prior writings, we should expect Dr. Oz
to seek to further privatize our health care system, including supercharging ongoing efforts to
privatize Medicare, which would threaten access to care for seniors and people with
disabilities.®

Further privatizing Medicare would leave millions more Americans at the whim of greedy health
insurance corporations at a time Americans are already feeling the burden of our broken
system.” Privatized Medicare Advantage companies are doing a worse job serving beneficiaries
than traditional Medicare.®2 Companies offering privatized Medicare Advantage plans often
make it difficult for patients to get the care they need and for doctors to provide necessary
care.’
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The Department of Health and Human Services Office of the Inspector General found that
privatized Medicare insurers were denying large numbers of Medicare enrollees medically
necessary care.'? Similarly, the U.S. Government Accountability Office found that patients with
significant care needs,! including those in the last year of their life,*? were more likely to drop
their privatized Medicare Advantage plan and return to traditional Medicare. This indicates that
these patients were unable to receive necessary care and returned to traditional Medicare
where their choice of provider and access to services are guaranteed.

These privatized Medicare companies take the extra money they make from delaying and
denying care to beneficiaries and siphon it into excessive executive compensation and share
buybacks and dividends. Just last year, these companies cost Medicare an excess of around $82
billion.'3 If this trend continues, we could be overpaying insurance companies by more than $1
trillion over the next decade.*

The head of CMS needs to be someone who has the best interest of the American people at
heart, not his own self-interest and the wishes of insurers that seek to put corporate profits
ahead of patients’ needs.

We urge you to announce your opposition to Dr. Oz’s nomination as CMS Administrator.

Signed,
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